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3rd July 2020 

To whom it may concern:  

Re: RECOVERY trial amendment to investigate intravenous immunoglobulin and methylprednisolone in the 
treatment of COVID-related inflammatory syndrome in children. 

This is to confirm the wide paediatric community and NHS England’s full support for the proposed amendment 
to the RECOVERY platform trial to be able to study treatments for the newly identified COVID-related 
inflammatory syndrome in children (known as Paediatric Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome- Temporally 
Associated with COVID-10, PIMS-TS).  

The RECOVERY trial is already open to children with PIMS-TS to investigate tocilizumab as a second line anti-
inflammatory agent. A national NHS England-led Delphi consensus process has demonstrated consensus for the 
equipoise in a RCT between intravenous immunoglobulin and high dose methyl prednisolone for the initial 
treatment of this condition. Also, many children with milder symptoms seem to recover without needing any 
specific treatment. Due to the expense and short supply of intravenous immunoglobulin therapy in the UK and 
globally, it is hugely important to establish whether the much cheaper and widely available methyl prednisolone 
is equivalent to intravenous immunoglobulin in those children requiring treatment for PIMS-TS.  

RECOVERY is open at almost all paediatric secondary and tertiary units in the United Kingdom, and there is huge 
enthusiasm from the paediatric community as well as parents and the public for us to research the best 
treatments for this new condition. 

Many thanks for your ongoing support for the RECOVERY trial, 

Yours sincerely 

 

Prof Saul Faust      Prof Simon Kenny 
Chair, RECOVERY Paediatric Working Group  NHS England National Clinical Director  
NIHR Senior Investigator    Children and Young People 

 

 
Prof Nick Bishop 
Vice-President for Research 
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 
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